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Karl Rutledge is Chair of our Commercial Gaming group and a partner in the in
the firm’s Las Vegas office. He focuses on promotional marketing and land-
based and Internet gaming, with a particular emphasis on eSports, skill-based
contests, sweepstakes, official rules, sports betting, privacy policies, and
website terms and conditions.

Risk analysis and creative business structuring are keys to pursuing new
offerings. Karl helps established and emerging companies operate legally in the
U.S. under state and federal gaming and sweepstakes laws.

Karl also serves as an ongoing advocate for his clients and their gaming
interests. He often interfaces with gaming regulators, advertisers, and payment
processors to present his clients’ positions as to why they constitute a lawful
operation.

Practice Areas

Karl's wide variety of gaming/promotional expertise includes:

eSports

Sports Betting

Skill-Based Contests
Sweepstakes

Bonding and Registration of Sweepstakes
Social Gaming

Risk Assessment

Official Rules

Compliance Plans

Privacy Policies
Loyalty/Rewards Programs
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Related Industries
Commercial Gaming &
Casinos

Consumer Products &
Services

Gaming & Hospitality
Hotels & Resorts

Interactive Gaming

Related Services
Commercial Gaming

Fantasy Sports

Gaming

Interactive Gaming Services
Liquor Law

Risk Analysis

Skill-Based Gaming &
eSports

Sweepstakes Promotions

Blog(s)
Commercial Gaming

Intellectual Property

Education
J.D., cum laude, University
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End-User License Agreements (EULA) of Nevada, Las Vegas,
Terms and Conditions of Use William S. Boyd School of
Drafting Federal and State Gaming Legislation Law, 2006

Various other issues relating to gaming, promotional marketing and brand B.A., Montana State
development University, 2002

Bar Admissions
Leadership Nevada, 2006

Karl is the current chair of the Gaming Law Committee of the American Bar

Clerkships
Association Business Law Section.

Montana Supreme Court
Karl is an adjunct professor at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, William F.

Harrah College of Hotel Administration, where he teaches “Gaming Industry

Regulation.”

He has been featured in Global Gaming Business Magazine as an emerging
leader in the gaming industry, recognized in Best Lawyers in America and holds
AV Preeminent Attorney rating by Martindale-Hubbell.

He is currently a member of the Executive Committee of the Gaming Law
Section of the Nevada State Bar.

Community Service

Karl recently co-authored a chapter for the Nevada Gaming Law Practice and
Procedure Manual published by the State Bar of Nevada, a first of its kind
reference/research tool for gaming and non-gaming practitioners.

Personal

Before becoming a lawyer, Karl worked as a rodeo clown and bullfighter and
now raises bucking bulls and commercial cattle with his family.

Distinctions
Chambers USA - Gaming & Licensing, 2019

Las Vegas Sun - Vegas Inc.'s "40 Under 40", 2019

Mountain States Super Lawyers - Gaming, 2010-2012, 2014-2016 (Rising Star),
2019 (Super Lawyer)

The Best Lawyers in America - Woodward/White, Aiken, S.C. - Gaming Law,
2012-2019

Nevada Business Magazine - Legal Elite 2011 "Top 100 Attorneys in Southern
Nevada", 2014 "Top 20 Up and Coming Attorneys in Nevada" - Gaming,
Internet Gaming and Contests & Sweepstakes, 2011, 2014, 2016, 2018-2019

Martindale-Hubbell - "AV/Preeminent Attorney" Rating
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Memberships & Affiliations
Clark County Bar Association, Member

Young Gaming Attorney in Nevada of the International Masters of Gaming Law
IMGL, Affiliated Member

American Bar Associations Business Law Section, Member
American Bar Associations Gaming Law Committee, Director

Nevada State Bar, Gaming Law Section, Executive Committee Member

Presentations

Adjunct Professor, “Gaming Industry Regulation Course,” William F. Harrah
College of Hotel Administration, UNLV, Fall Semester 2017 & 2018

Presenter, "Sports Wagering - Issues and Widespread Effects of Christie
Decision," ABA Business Law Section Annual Meeting, September 2018

Presenter, "Your Client’s Online Activities and the Law: A Case Study of
Typical Cyber Law, Intellectual Property and Promotional Gaming Violations
Facing Companies Today," ABA Business Law Section Annual Meeting,
September 2017

Panelist, "Regulatory Markets: Esports, Daily Fantasy Sports, Virtual Games
as Regulated Gaming," IMGL Spring Conference/ABA Law Minefield, March
2018

Presenter, "State vs. Federal Issues: Part II," UNLV William S. Boyd School
of Law, October 26, 2016

Presenter, "State vs. Federal Issues," UNLV William S. Boyd School of Law,
October 24, 2016

Speaker, "Legal pitfalls associated with Online Sweepstakes and Contests",
ACC Nevada, September 2016

Panelist, "Online Activities - Your Clients Cause Perilous Pitfalls without
Suitable Guidance", ABA Business Law Section Annual Meeting, September
2016

Presenter, "State vs. Federal Issues," UNLV William S. Boyd School of Law,
October 12th and 14th, 2015

Panelist, "Why Your Corporate Clients’ Mundane Online Presence May
Trigger Several Not So Mundane Consequences," ABA Business Law
Section Annual Meeting, September 2015

Speaker, "Potential Legal Pitfalls Associated With Online Sweepstakes &
Contests," American Marketing Association Las Vegas Chapter Luncheon,
August 2015.

Speaker, “Social Gaming & Virtual Currency, Their Growth, Status and
Potential,” ABA Business Law Section’s Spring Conference, San Francisco,
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CA (2015).
Speaker, "The Morphing of Social Gaming, Fantasy Sports and
Sweepstakes into Gaming" Gaming Law Minefield 2015, February 2015

Speaker, “Online Gaming in the U.S.,” Casino Industry Regulation Course,
UNLV, November 2014

Speaker, "Legal Aspects of Gaming," Casino Industry Regulation Course for
the Macao Polytechnic Institute, June 2013

Speaker, "Casino Industry Regulation Course," UNLV College of Hotel
Administration, October 2012

Speaker, "Casino Law: The Interaction Between Social Media and Gaming,"
New Jersey State Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting, October 13, 2012
Moderator, "State of the Union: CEO Panel," eGaming Review North
America Power Summit, September 2012

Co-Panelist, "Tournaments, Contests and Promotions," Gaming Law
Conference, November 2011

Panelist, "Why The Internet Will Change Everything," CasinoFest 9,
May 2011

Panelist, "This Isn't Your Grandfather's Gambling," ABA Young Lawyers
Division, Spring Conference, May 2011

Publications

Co-Author, "Nevada Gaming Control Board Takes A Stand Against Sexual
Harassment," Clark County Bar Association, Communique , March 2019
Quoted, "Nevada Sports Books Prepare for Out-of-State Betting,"
10/26/2018

Co-Author, "Round Table Discussion From the Experts: Debating Skill vs.
Chance," Gaming Law Review, 6/15/2018

Co-Author, "SCOTUS PASPA Decision," Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie
LLP, 5/15/2018

Author, "Big Fish Casino Caught Up in Net of Legal Decisions," Lewis Roca
Rothgerber Christie LLP, 04/18/2018

Author, "eSports Legislation in Maryland," Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie,
02/26/2018

Author, "Internet Gaming Legislation in Massachusetts," Lewis Roca
Rothgerber Christie, 02/13/2018

Co-Author, "Nevada Opens Its Doors - US State Becomes More Accessible
for Manufacturers of Gaming Devices and Content With Assembly Bill 75,"
InterGaming Magazine, 11/14/2017

Co-Author, "DMCA Amendment Affecting Designated Agent Requires
Registration By December 31, 2017," Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie,
11/01/2017
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Co-Author, "Internet Gaming Legislation in Michigan," Lewis Roca
Rothgerber Christie LLP, 09/19/2017

Author, "Report of the Massachusetts Special Commission on Online
Gaming," Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP, 08/07/2017

Co-Author, "Don't Run Afoul of Gaming Laws in Offering Sweepstakes and
Contests," Docket, 06/05/2017

Author, "Why A "Mundane" Online Promotion May Have Not So Mundane
Gambling Consequences," DRI, 05/16/2017

Co-Author, "Legal Issues for Nevada Business Related to the Legalization of
Recreational Marijuana,” American Gaming Lawyer, 05/15/2017

Mentioned, "Rutledge named Gaming Law Committee Chair of ABA
Business Law Section," American Gaming Lawyer, 05/15/2017

Author, "All Bets Are Off: Managing Your Online Promotions," Public
Relations Tactics, May 2017

Author, "Internet Gaming Legislation Introduced In Michigan," Lewis Roca
Rothgerber Christie LLP, 03/02/2017

Co-Author, "Licensing: Nonrestricted, Restricted, and Slot Machine Route
Operators," Nevada Gaming law Practice and Procedure Manual,
Publications Committee of the State Bar of Nevada, Gaming Law Section of
the State Bar of Nevada, 2016 Edition

Co-Author, "eSports: An Exponentially Growing Market, But Not Without
Risk," American Gaming Lawyer, Fall 2016

Co-Author, "Things Corporate Counsel Should be Aware of Regarding
Offering Sweepstakes and Contests," Association of Corporate Counsel,
September 2016

Co-Author, "A Practical Guide for the Registration of Manufacturers and
Distributors of Associated Equipment in Nevada," Lewis Roca Rothgerber
Christie Gaming Booklet, 09/01/2016, edited 10/08/2018

Co-Author, "A Practical Guide for the Approval of New Games and Game
Variations in Nevada," Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie Gaming Booklet,
09/01/2016, edited 10/08/2018

Co-Author, "A Practical Guide for Offering Online Contests and Promotions,"
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie, 09/01/2016

Co-Author, "What Lenders to Gaming Companies Should Know About
Nevada Gaming Law," Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie Gaming Booklet,
09/01/2016, edited 10/22/2018

Co-Author, "Obtaining a Restricted Gaming License in Nevada," Lewis Roca
Rothgerber Christie Gaming Booklet, 09/01/2016

Co-Author, "Entity Wagering: A New Twist on the Old Adage of Being in the
Business of Betting or Wagering," American Gaming Lawyer, April 2016

Co-Author, "Recent Developments Concerning The Legality Of Daily
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Fantasy Sports In Texas, Vermont And Maryland," 01/19/2016

Co-Author, "Washington Federal Court Finds Social Casino Games Not
Gambling," 01/08/2016

Co-Author, "lowa Senate File 166," 03/17/2015

Co-Author, "Are Consumer Notices And User Agreements Receiving Proper
Attention?," Casino Enterprise Management, June 2014

Co-Author, "Recent Changes to Online Privacy Laws in California," Lewis
Roca Rothgerber LLP Client Alert, 12/20/2013

Contributor, "Frontiers in Chance: Gaming Research across the Disciplines,’
Las Vegas: UNLV Gaming Press, 2013

Co-Author, "Casino Player Clubs & Nevada's Data Protection
Requirements," Published by Casino Enterprise Management, 12/01/2013

Co-Author, "Internet Poker Freedom Act," iGaming Business North America,
August/September 2013

Co-Author, "Zappos and Its Effect on "Browsewrap" Agreements," Lewis
and Roca Client Alert, 08/05/2013

Co-Author, "EB-5 Financing of Resort Hotel Casinos," Casino Enterprise
Management, July 2013

Co-Author, "The Nevada Legislature's 77th Session and The Legalization of
Interstate Online Gambling," Casino Enterprise Management, April 2013
Co-Author, "Nevada Becomes the First State to Legalise Inter-State Online
Gambling," iGaming Business, March/April 2013

Co-Author, "Online Gambling in the US: 2012 Year End Review," iGaming
Business (International), December 2012

Co-Author, "Nevada Update: Regulation of Internet Poker, Part 2,"
Published in Casino Enterprise Management Magazine, 11/01/2012
Co-Author, "Nevada Update: Regulation of Internet Poker," Casino
Enterprise Management, 08/01/2012

Quoted, "discussing his pre-attorney days working as a rodeo clown and
bullfighter," Casino Enterprise Management Magazine , June 2012
Co-Author, "Gaming Law Career Opportunities for Law Students," The
Gaming Law Review and Economics Symposium, December 2011
Co-Author, "Betting on the US Market: A Discussion of the Legality of Sports
Gaming Businesses," Thunderbird International Business Review, © 2011
Wiley Periodicals, Inc., 11/01/2011

Co-Author, "Preliminary Findings of Suitability by the Nevada Gaming
Commission," Casino Lawyers, 10/06/2011

Co-Author, "Nevada Gaming Authorities Release Proposal to Regulate
Internet Poker," Casino Enterprise Management, 09/23/2011

Co-Author, "Legalizing Internet Gaming, Part VI: Problem and Underage
Gambling," Casino Enterprise Management, 07/08/2011
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Co-Author, "Legalizing Internet Gaming, Part IV: Enforcement," Casino
Enterprise Management, 05/01/2011

Co-Author, "Legalizing Internet Gaming, Part lll: Regulating the Operation,"
Casino Enterprise Management, 04/01/2011

Co-Author, "Legalizing Internet Gaming, Part II: State Governments vs.
Private Parties," Casino Enterprise Management, 03/07/2011

Co-Author, "Legalizing Internet Gaming, Part I: Benefits and Concerns,"
Casino Enterprise Management, 02/24/2011

Co-Author, "Gaming Policy Models VI: Regulatory Enforcement," Casino
Enterprise Management, 12/29/2010

Co-Author, "Gaming Policy Models, Part V: Accounting Regulations," Casino
Enterprise Management, 11/29/2010

Co-Author, "Gaming Policy Models, Part IV: Taxation of Gambling
Revenue," Casino Enterprise Management, 10/29/2010

Co-Author, "Gaming Policy Models, Part Ill: Licensing, the Gatekeeper of
the Industry," Casino Enterprise Management, 09/25/2010

Co-Author, "Assessing the Legality of Internet Sweepstakes in the US,"
World Online Gambling Law Report, Volume 9, Issue 9, September 2010
Co-Author, "Gaming Policy Models, Part Ill: Licensing, the Gatekeeper of
the Gaming Industry," Casino Enterprise Management, 09/01/2010
Co-Author, "Internet Gaming: Boundless Potential in a Bounded Statutory
Framework," iGaming Business, 06/15/2010

Co-Author, "Associated Equipment Approvals in Nevada," Casino Enterprise
Management, 05/10/2010

Co-Author, "Economic Value, Equal Dignity and the Future of
Sweepstakes," UNLV Gaming Law Journal, 03/01/2010

Co-Author, "Keeping Compliance in Check," Casino Enterprise
Management, 11/09/2009

Co-Author, "New Table Games and Game Variations in Nevada," Casino
Lawyer Magazine, 09/09/2009

Co-Author, "What Makes a Manufacturer?," Casino Enterprise Management,
09/09/2009

Co-Author, "Alex Rodriguez, a Monkey, and the Game of Scrabble: The
Hazards of Using lllogic to Define Legality of Games of Mixed Skill and
Chance," The Drake Law Review, 05/19/2009

Co-Author, "Alex Rodriguez, a Monkey and the Game of Scrabble: The
Hazard of Using lllogic to Define Legality of Games of Mixed Skill and
Chance," Drake Law Review, February 2009

Co-Author, "Gaming Management: Conflicts of Interest," Casino Enterprise
Management, 12/01/2008

Co-Author, "Cellular Phone Prohibition Rings Hollow," Casino Lawyer
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Magazine, 09/01/2008
Co-Author, "Approval of New Games," Nevada Lawyer, 05/01/2008
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